
SpLD - Supporting SpLD in the General Classroom
	SPEAKER DETAILS:
	AUDIO:

	Narrator:
	Orchard Vale is a Primary School in Barnstaple, Devon, with an intake of 350 pupils, around 40% of whom have Special Educational Needs.
Lyn Brimson is teaching a Year Six Literacy class, which includes several pupils with specific learning difficulties, including dyslexia.

	Lyn Brimson – Year 5/6 Team Leader
	We’re at the beginning of a unit of literacy work at the moment dealing with autobiographical and biographical texts. So we’ve looked at a range of those and we’ve highlighted the text for key vocabulary that we’ve seen, we’re beginning to look at talking about themselves, so they could feel important, they could share some interesting facts with their friends, and they were then going to write a biography.

	Narrator:
	Lyn begins the lesson with a warm up task, using familiar characters such as Harry Potter to engage the pupils in an immediate, and non-threatening way.

	Classroom interaction
	Lyn: Ok then team, what’s the first target of the day in today’s Literacy lesson? What the first thing we’re looking for today in particular? Dionne.

Dionne: (Reading) “Which words will you use to describe this person?”

Lyn: Ok talk to the person next to you. What makes a good word? What are we looking for in this activity? Off you go.

	Narrator:
	She then asks everyone to work with a talk partner, which not only generates vocabulary ideas, but also encourages inclusion.

	Lyn:
	The people with Special Education Needs or dyslexia in the classroom, need to feel that they have other qualities that they can add to the classroom, and they don’t need to feel as though they can’t write that they can’t take part. Actually, as we have seen today, that Dani, she was able to take part through use of the spoken voice.

	Classroom interaction
	Lyn: What have we got then for our success criteria? What’s going to make this a really good lesson? What am I looking for? Noah.

Noah: Adjectives.

Lyn: Good boy. So first of all I’m looking for adjectives. Dani. 

Dani: Wow words.

Lyn: Wow words, exactly.

	Lyn:
	Danielle is a child who is on the dyslexia spectrum, and because of her spelling needs in class, and her phonic ability, and the fact that she has, she goes out for intervention group support as well, means that we have put in place in class things like coloured overlays, word banks, word banks on the wall, and special word banks for Danielle with her white board, and access to laptops at all times. We’ve given her strategies in order to be ready for when moves on and when she leaves us, so what we’re tried to do with Dani is to make sure that she has a partner she can talk through her ideas with.

	Classroom interaction
	Dani: So what have you got to put what type of house?

Dionne: Yes so it could be like a terrace or flat.

Dani: Yes. Have we got to put another question? No we weren’t meant to do that.

	Dani:
	If we’re all together, if you don’t know a word, it’s easier to talk to each other because we’re all at the same level, and they’re not going to be like well “I know that word” because there are lots of different words that we all don’t know and some of us do know. So it’s easier.

	Lyn:
	I’m also really keen in order to make children feel confident with writing, like Dani, that she doesn’t have to feel as though she has to write everything down with a pen, so we’ve made ICT, a resource for her in the classroom, and she presents her learning on the computer there, which is a benefit to her, because sometimes children when they’ve type it, it looks different, I think, to how when they write it and it makes it clearer for them on the screen. And then they can sort out whether they need to change some of their phonics, they can read it back, they can press the space bar so it’s actually a physical response to press the space bar so they’ve got spaces between the words.  And once they’ve got spaces between the words they can then look at individual word patterns and see where they’re making the mistakes and what they need to do next.  

	Classroom interaction
	Lyn: OK we’re looking at our TSV board now to help us with our writing in five minutes time.

	Narrator
	To encourage the use of a wider range of vocabulary in the classroom, Lyn also uses a Topic Specific Vocabulary board, highlighting key words and phrases which relate to the lesson’s subject.

	Classroom interaction
	Pupil: c, o, u, n, t, r, y.

Lyn: Good boy, country.

	Lyn:
	You could argue that that TSV board is primarily for people like Dani, but actually throughout the class there are other children in there who need to have the written word written down for them, and then they can copy the word successfully or they can have a go, or they can access to richer vocabulary. So the whole class has got it; nobody is being singled out at all, and then everybody can have access to that good language which we’re aiming for in schools today.  

	Classroom interaction
	Lyn: Ok now what do you notice about the “P” in the size to the “a”?
Pupil: It has a longer stick.

	Lyn:
	Children with dyslexia and anybody on the Special Educational Needs register, in order to help them further with their spelling, what we will do we will highlight a key word maybe from a text that the children need to recap on, so I will ask the children first of all to have a go on their whiteboards, what do they think that word might look like? So the children will have a go, they will discuss it together.

	Classroom interaction
	Lyn: So we’re looking at type of pet, what’s that that can go on our TSV board.

Pupil: Breed.

Lyn: Breed. Good girl. Breed. Now that’s a tricky one.

	Lyn:
	And they will discuss with me that sometimes the digraph “E” is made with double “E” and sometimes is made with “E”, “A”. 

	Classroom interaction
	Lyn: We’ve got the “ee” sound in there, so how do we make the sound “ee” when we’re talking about “breed”? Owen.

Owen: B, R, E, E, D.

Lyn: Good. Just out of interest, if we swapped to B, R, E, A, D, what would that make us? Which word would that give us Bryony?

Bryony: Would it be “bread”?

Lyn: It would be “bread”, good girl, well done. So we’ve got…

	Lyn:
	So then as a class we will then discuss which words have the sound “ee” with “E”, “E” in and which with “E”, “A”, so they’ll have two lists, two columns on the white board of possibilities, and then we’ll highlight that and I’ll refer back to that in the following lesson as well so if we suddenly notice another pattern, we’ll then add that in and so they’re building up a bank of words that they’re familiar with.

	Classroom interaction
	Lyn: Wow, Nemesis, what does that mean Antz?
Antz: Enemy.

Lyn: Good boy, I’m going to write up nemesis because that’s a fantastic word.

	Teacher:
	The main aim then was for them to use that good language, like the word from Antz, which was Nemesis, and put it into a sentence. So therefore, raising profile of literacy and not accepting either a basic sentence. It was about asking children to evaluate their sentence and improve it at all times. 
Gareth who stood at the front of the white board, he can get quite stutter sometimes and he can get quite nervous, and sometimes he doesn’t organise his thoughts clearly before he voices an answer. 

	Classroom interaction
	Gareth: (Reading) “Harry Potter’s nemesis is Professor Snipe and Voldemort, but his teacher is Dumbledore.”

Lyn: Fantastic, right…

	Lyn:
	He was able to guide the talking. He was looking at the white board. The children in the classroom were telling Gareth what he needed to do to improve on his mistakes, he was then marking his work in front of the whole class through their guidance. 

	Classroom interaction
	Lyn: So which word has he got a capital letter for?

Pupil: Harry?

Lyn: Have a look at the board for evidence, gather your evidence, you’re a detective.

Pupil: Harry Potter?

Lyn: Well done. Have a look at Potter though. Karen what does he need on the Potter?

Karen: A capital “P”.

Lyn: Good girl. Gareth can you just change your “puh” on your “Potter”? Does it look like a capital to us? Oh look at that, well done.

	Narrator:
	As part of their biography theme, Lyn then asks the children to think about what makes a good question, and how they can find out more about their learning partner, with each table group being given differentiated question sheets. 

	Teacher:
	Some children need more support with questioning. Questioning for a couple of children in my class is really hard. The “what”, the “where”, they “why” questions, they can’t access those as questions, so they needed maybe be some cue words in the boxes. And then the child then writes a sentence by themselves using the key words that have been identified. And then what I would like them to do is to read that sentence back, in order to check, does it make sense? Danielle earlier on today was very keen on the fact that her sentence made sense so she read it back, she checked it, and she realised there was a missing, so she identified the missing word and she put it in.

	Classroom interaction
	Lyn: Danielle, before you get writing, can you tell me the question first?

Dani: What’s your full name?

Lyn: “What” or “what is” your full name? Ok, look at me, can you say that again?

Dani: What is your full name?

Lyn: Right, and how many words has that sentence got in it?

Dani: (mutters under her breath) Five.

	Lyn:
	I think all those little processes, all those little steps, help her, and when she then writes more independently she then knows the steps she needs in order to write a successful paragraph.

	Classroom interaction
	Dionne: Blackburn.

Dani: How do you spell Dionne?

Dionne: D, I, O, N, N, E

Dani: And Margaret?

	Lyn:
	Danielle did really well today in terms of speaking to her partner, speaking out in front of the class, answering lots of questions, she was really, really confident. She completed her framework sheet as well, and she was beginning to then put her answers down on the laptop.

	Dani:
	I feel like I’m part of the class, even though I do need help with my spelling and reading, it’s not like they don’t include me because of it. Miss still lets me read out the things even if I get the words wrong. But, now that I have my help I don’t usually get them wrong.

	Classroom interaction
	Lyn: Well done Dani.
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